I09D10   52.209-9C16   SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR COMPATIBILITY TESTING REQUIREMENTS   (MAY 1997)   DSCC 

Old code:  I05b

1. Compatibility Units:

a. Compatibility units shall be forwarded to:       
b. Any packages containing compatibility units shall be marked in bold letters, below and to the left of the address: Compatibility Units:  Contract No:         

Lot/Item No:       
c. Compatibility units submitted for Government testing will, upon completion of the testing, be disposed of as follows:

          [     ] Be retained by the Government.  At least one approved test unit shall be returned to the contractor and held at the production facility until all production quantities have been produced and accepted.  This compatibility unit can be referred to as a production or manufacturing standard and baseline for examination when defects are reported on delivered material or problems are uncovered during production.

          [     ] Be returned to the contractor as production standards and baseline for examination when defects are reported on delivered material or problems are uncovered during production, but shall not be submitted for acceptance as part of the order quantity.

          [      ] Other:       .

d. All units shall be sent by traceable means.  If the material is going through the U. S. Postal Service, it shall be mailed as Certified or Registered mail with a notification of receipt registered.

e. All transportation charges incurred in shipping compatibility units to and from Government facilities shall be paid by the contractor.

f. Any irregularity or discrepancy in specifications, drawings or test requirements shall be immediately brought to the attention of the Contracting Officer.  The specific problem must be identified in writing even though the initial communication, in the event of urgency, is verbal.  Any failure of the contractor to act promptly in identifying contract specification problems, to request waivers or deviations, or to set forth the reasons for requesting action by the Government, which causes delays or prevents evaluation by the Government in a timely manner, shall be considered a delay attributable to the contractor.

 g. The Government activity responsible for testing of units shall forward the test results, in writing, to the Contracting Officer (CO) who, in turn, shall notify the contractor and all other appropriate personnel.

 [     ] h. After both first article testing and approval, the Government shall evaluate and test the preproduction units for compliance to the contract requirements, including form, fit and function compatibility testing in the end item equipment.  Units shall comply with any stated contract requirements and/or test parameters, if any, in addition to passing and/or complying with the form, fit and function compatibility testing.

2. Conditions for Waiver of Compatibility Testing

a. The Government reserves the right to waive the requirements for compatibility testing for those offerors of a product which:

          [     ] (1) Has been previously accepted by the Government, and has not been found to be unsatisfactory.

          [     ] (2) Has previously met the compatibility testing requirements, been accepted by the Government and has not been found to be unsatisfactory.

          [     ] (3) Has previously been approved by the original equipment manufacturer (OEM), providing the offeror can demonstrate approval and will certify he has no evidence of subsequent difficulty or disapproval by the OEM or any Government agency.

NOTE:  Evidence of a prior purchase of test quantities by the OEM will not be considered acceptable evidence of approval. 

b. Offerors who desire to be considered for waiver including those previously approved are to furnish the following information:

(1) Applicable contract No(s):

(2) Previous purchaser (Government Agency):

(3) Identity of item of production furnished (part number, type and model number, etc.):

(4) Federal Stock Class of item furnished:

(5) Engineering control document and change number of item furnished:

(6) Quantity and unit price of item furnished:

(7) Evidence of prior qualification approval:

(8) Has there been any evidence of subsequent difficulty or disapproval by the OEM or any Government agency?
[     ] YES

[     ] NO

(9) Statement that the item offered will be of the same design and manufactured by the same methods and at the same facilities as the item previously approved: [     ] YES  [     ] NO

c. Material which is manufactured for stock by a manufacturer otherwise eligible for waiver of compatibility test requirements and manufactured subsequent to the time supplier achieved eligibility for said waiver need not be subjected to preproduction tests, provided the offeror as a part of his offer (prior to opening time in the event of an advertised procurement) submits evidence establishing:

(1) The material was manufactured after the date the manufacturer received waiver of preproduction tests or was otherwise accepted by the Government as a qualified supplier without preproduction testing; and

(2) The material was manufactured in accordance with the procurement data cited in the solicitation. 

(End of Clause)

