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Pin Point 
The DOD Tool for Part Research 
“Have already forwarded to other Logisticians….”* 
 
“Due to budget constraints, we need any and all available 
resources to helps us find similar items for price comparisons.”* 
 
“AVCOM Tool & Pin Point ‘...don't leave home without them.’”* 
 
“best search engine for finding tubing and metal when a 
specification is known”* 
 
“BEST LOGTOOL”* 

* Comments from DSPO 
sponsored July, 2011 survey of 
Pin Point users 



Outline 

• Pin Point usage 
• Current Data Landscape 
• Improved Functionality – implemented and 

planned 
• Future Plans 



Pin Point Usage 
• Total users increased by ~300% over the last year 

– 1560 users in Fiscal 2010 
– 4700 users in Fiscal 2011 

• User training has propelled Pin Point usage 
– 2010 DMSMS Conference training session – 42 attended 
– Training at NAVAIR Pax River – 56 attended 
– Training at AMRDEC Huntsville – 50 attended 
– On-Line Webinars -  22 attended (NAVSEA Keyport and 

Tobyhanna Army Depot) 
• Growth is viral 

– Many more new users than were exposed in training 
sessions 



Pin Point Usage 
Growth Across all Services 
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Pin Point Usage 
Growth in Logins 
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Averaging 4 logins per user per month 



Pin Point Usage 
Soliciting User Feedback 

• DSPO supported a user survey 
– Link to survey is on the Pin Point Website 

• 39 Responses to date 
– User responses 

• Primary uses are Material Search and Part Selection  
• Top queries are NSN search, Part Number search, and 

Characteristics search 
– Survey is basis for developing online training applets 

• Sponsored by DLA J33 Technical and Quality 
• On-Line applets being developed by MDI, Triangle, Va. 

• 16 Users have expressed interest in participating 
in a beta testing users group 

 
 



Current Data Landscape 
• Data on about 103.3 million parts 
• Multiple Government and commercial sources 

– FLIS 
– DLA EBS 
– ASSIST and Qualified Parts Database (QPD) 
– GIDEP 

• Worked with GIDEP to better link GIDEP Alerts to NSNs 
• GIDEP members can link from Pin Point NSN and Part Numbers to GIDEP Alerts 

– DOD EMALL and GSA Advantage! 
– Information on 3.2 million parts from commercial websites 

• Monitoring website to improve data 
– Logging queries that return no results 
– Link for users to report missing or incorrect data 



Improved Functionality 

• Highly optimized keyword searching using SoLR 
indexing 
– Basic keyword search in part descriptions including 

TEXT and FEAT MRC fields 
– Added as an additional filter on characteristics search 

• New Specialized user roles 
– DLA Warstoppers Strategic Materials Identification 
– IBIF Strategic Material Assessment and Response Tool 

(SMART)  program regulated materials 
• Future integration of Parts Management Data 

Sharing 



Improved Functionality 
Keyword Searching 

Search by Keyword using 
‘CADMIUM AND PLATED’ 
The AND must be capitalized. 



Improved Functionality 
Keyword Searching 

Filtered by ‘KNOB’ Category 



Improved Functionality 
Keyword Searching 

GSA Advantage Match 
with a corresponding NSN 



Improved Functionality 
Keyword Searching 

NSN does not contain CADMIUM  
in the Technical characteristics 



Improved Functionality 
Strategic Materials Identification 

• Searching on multiple materials or processes 
• Added reports for SMI research 

– Additional NSN associations – Item Name , Weight, etc. 
– NSN weapon system relations 
– NSN specification relations 

• Customized aggregation queries for parametric searches 
– NSN counts grouped by material 
– NSN counts grouped by material and CAGE 
– NSN counts grouped by material and weapon system 

• Ability to add synonyms for materials 
• Ability to search on materials associated to manufacturing 

processes, (added for all Pin Point users) 
• Role based access to additional SMI features 

 



Improved Functionality 
Strategic Materials Identification 



Improved Functionality 
 IBIF SMART Project  

Looking for Hazards in Pin Point 



Improved Functionality 
 IBIF SMART Project  

Search Results 



Improved Functionality 
 IBIF SMART Project  

Getting Context Information 



Improved Functionality 
 IBIF SMART Project  

Chromate Coatings 



Improved Functionality 
Parts Management Data Sharing 

• Parts Management project 
Identified identical parts from 
OEMs and DOD by matching on 
manufacturer and part number 
– Required standardizing 

manufacturer name and part 
number 

• Attributes for common parts 
aggregated from multiple sources 
– FLIS Technical Characteristics 
– Part Number Logic from 

Specifications and manufacturers 
– Harvested part attributes from 

manufacturer and distributor web 
sites 

– OEM attribute data 
• The pilot project revealed major 

benefits to sharing part data but 
was not scalable 
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Improved Functionality 
Parts Management Data Sharing 

• A follow-on project funded 
by DLA will develop 
infrastructure for a scalable 
Part data sharing system 
 

• Pin Point will be the DOD 
window into this system 
 

• Pin Point type queries will be 
provided as web services to 
participating OEMs 
 

• We need OEMs to 
participate 
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Future Plans 

• Full integration of SoLR indexing to make 
characteristic search more intuitive and powerful 

• Better integration of NSN and part number data 
• Making SMART information on regulated and 

hazardous materials fully available in Pin Point 
• Integrating Parts data sharing in Pin Point for 

participating OEMs 
• Exploring possible options for making the tool 

available to more users in the future. 



Conclusion 

• Pin Point is rapidly becoming a significant tool 
for DOD Logisticians. 

• It is solving real world problems for part 
selection, substitution, and replacement 

• These benefits can also accrue to the 
organizations in the DOD supply chain 
 

 “. . . Don’t leave home without it” 
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